13th June 1745

Humbly complaining sheweth unto y` Lordship y` o` Richard Newbon of London Baker that in or about December in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and

Thirty seven y` o`s mother Elizabeth Newbon then a widow who had lived with and been provided for by y` o` for many years then before being about to go into y` country

To reside and having but a very small income to live on and fearing least y` o` should neglect to support & maintain her as he had before done y` o` in order to make his said

Mother easy and to put her out of all fears of wanting did on the seventh day of Decr in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and thirty seven sign a note to his said

Mother in the words or to the purpose following I promise to pay to my mother Mrs Elizabeth Newbon or order two shillings weekly for & during the term of her natural life for value

reced and y` o` says that the the [sic.] said note was mentioned to be for value reced yet that y` o` had not reced any value or any cons whatsoever for the same and that the only inducement

he had to sign such note was the natural affection he bore to his said mother & his resolution to maintain and support her so long as she should live as he had before done and for that 

Reason & to render her easy and quiet in her mind y` o` signed the said note which she had proposed for that purpose without any regard to the wording thereof and says that by the 

Said note no more was meant and understood than that y` o` would continue to assist her as long as she lived and should want it and not otherwise and y` o` further sheweth unto y`  

Lordships that y` o` from the time of giving the said note to the time of her death which happened on or about the twenty ninth day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand

Seven hundred and forty four continued to assist his said mother with money and other necessarys from time to time as had occasion & to a much greater amount than two

Shillings a week by which means y` o`’s mother was comfortably supported during her life and altho she had no other support or assistance but what she reced from y` o` yet out of

The liberal allowance y` o` made her she saved up and left at her death in ready money twenty pounds and upwards over and besides other effects worth fifty pounds more and what by her will

The directed should be dividied between three of her children Thomas Newbon Barbara the wife of Richard Stonehill and Ann the wife of John Dixon share and share alike and appointed the

Said Barbara Stonehill and Ann Dixon ex`s of her said will who have since proved the same and took upon them the execution thereof and possessed themselves of her said money and effects to ye

Value of that upon the death of y` o`s said mother y` o` well hoped the note which had been given her by y` o` as aforesaid and would have been delivered up & cancelled & for that purpose y` o` applied to 

Richard Stonehill and Barbara his wife and to John Dixon and Ann his wife but now so it is may it please Y` Lordship that the said Richard & Barbara Stonehill and John & Ann Dixon compelling

& combining together to & with the aforesaid Thomas Newbon & to & with divers other persons unknown to y` o` whose manner when discovered y` o` prays may be made partise to this bill of

complainant with apt words charges them and every of them how to defeat and defraud y` o` in the promisses the said confederates do resolutely refuse to deliver up the said note to y` o` sometimes 

alledgeing and pleading the most untruly that the same was given for & valuable consideration paid by y` o` and insist tat a large sum of money is more justly due & in errors thereon & which

the confederates Richard Stonehill & his wife & John Dixon & his wife claim & demand as ex & exs of y` o`s said mother whereas y` o` charges & so the truth is that such note was given without any

cons whatsoever and that the confederates Barbara Stonehill Ann Dixon Thomas Newbon well know that the same was without coins and meerly to satisfy y` o`s mother and make her easy in her mind for

that y` o` expressly charges that the said Barbara Stonehill  & Ann Dixon did apply to & prevail with y` o` to give the said note to satisfy their said mother and y` o` further charges that y` o` has

actually provided for & supplied his said mother from time to time with money & other necessarys not only as she wanted the same and over and above what was wanting and more than sufficient to

have satisfied the demand on the sale note at other times the said Richard Stonehill & Barbara his wife John Dixon & Ann his wife do admit that said note was given by y` o` without any 

cons for the purpose af.d that y` o` hath continued to provide for his said mother to the time of her death but pretend that the fair note is not in their custody or person but that the same hath been

indorsed by their said mother to the other confederate Thomas Newbon who demands & insists on being paid the sum of fifty pounds or some other large sum which he pretends to be due on the said note

& which he computes at two shillings worth from the date of the said note to the death of his said mother alledging & pretending sometimes that he advanced and paid her for the same and considerable 

sum of money at other times pretending that on the credit of the said note he provided for and supported his said mother whereas y` o` charges that the said confederate Thomas Newbon did never 

advance or lend his said mother any sum of money whatever but y` o` beleives he might pay her some sum or sums of money which were money she had before lent to him or which he was

indebted to her & as to any provision or maintenance found for his said mother by the said confederate Thomas Newbon y` o` expressly charges the same was for a very short time and not found on the credit of

the said note & that she actually paid and fully satisfied him for the same and y` o` further charges that the said Elizabeth Newbon y` o`s mother did not indorse or make over the said note to his said

confedrte either at the time it was given or at any time after y` o`s said mother some years after the same had been given commencing a suit against y` o` on the same to which y` o` pledged the

general issue and gave notice of an offsett y` o` having at that time paid & advanced to & for her & sent her necessarys to a much larger amount than the weekly payments of the notes would have

been all which the confedrte Thomas Newbon well knows & y` o` charges that if the said note had been indorsed by the said Elizabeth Newbon y` o`s mother the same was indorsed not more than six

months before her death without any coins whatsoever and not with any view or design in impowering the said confederate Thomas Newbon to recover the moneys that might be due thereon or to entitle him to 

the same & the said Thomas Newbon was so sensible thereof that being in company with y` o` some short time before the death of his said mother he produced the said note & offered to deliver the

same up to y` o` to be burnt which y` o` refused alledging that as he had given it his mother whom he always intended to provide for he wanted no such occasion or opportunity to destroy the note

which the said confederate Thomas Newbon thereupon declared he would deliver back to his said mother nevertheless the said confederate Thomas Newbon hath brought an action at law in the Court of King’s Bench

on the said note for the sum of fifty pounds being what he pretends is due on the said note computing the same at two shillings a week from the date of the said note to the death of y` o`s said mother

& insists to be paid the same without making y` o` any allowance whatsoever for the moneys necessarys & other provisions found & provided by y` o` for his said mother And sometimes the said confederates

the ex exs claim title to the said note & the moneys pretended to be due thereon All which actings and doings of the said confederates tend to the wrong injury & great oppression of y` o` in tender cons

whereof & forasmuch as y` o` is remediless in the ? by the rules of his common case and cannot without the aid of a Court of Equity compell the said confederates to deliver up ye said note or be relieved against the same & the rather 

as y` o`s witnesses who could prove the several ? & things before mentioned to be true are either dead or gone into parts remote & unknown to y’ o’ to the end therefore that ye said confederates may upon their respective corporal

oat[h]s full true & perfect answer make according to the best of their knowledge rembrance` hearsay & belief to all & singular the ? & things herein before set forth as fully & particularly as the same was herein again

particularly repeated & interrogated & more particularly that they may set forth & discover whether y` o` had or reced` any cons` whatever for the said note so given to his said mother upon what occasion & with what design & at

whose request y` o` gave the same whether y` o`s mother had any & what income or maintenance save what y` o` from time to time gave and sent her & whether y` o` did not from time to time send & give her any & what sums

of money & other & what things & when particularly & whether at the time of her death she had any money by her or due & owing to her from any person or persons and whom whether the said confederate Thomas Newbon did

ever advance & lend any sum or sums of money & how much & when particularly to his said mother or at any time & when & for how long maintained or provided for his said mother or the credit of the said note or otherwise

& whether y` ors mother did not frequently lend him the said confederate Thomas Newbon money and did not pay or allow him out of such moneys as she lent him for any necessarys by him at any time provided for her or made her

other & what satisfaction for the same whether y` o`s mother did at any time & when & on what occasion indorse the said note to the said confederate Thomas Newbon & with what view & intention was the same

by her indorsed to him & where as they knew have heard or do beleive whether the said Thomas Newbon did not offer to deliver up the said note to y` o` to be burnt or cancelled & upon what occasion & who were present

when he so offered to deliver up the said note and that the said confederate may deliver up the said note to y` o` to be cancelled & the confederate Thomas Newbon may be stayed by the juron. of this honble court from

proceeding at law against y` o` on the said note & that y` o` may have such further & other relief in all & singular the as to y` Lordship may seem meet may it please y` Lordship to grant unto y` o`

as well his Majesties most gracious writ of juron` to be directed to the said Thomas Newbon hereby commanding him to forbear & stay at proceedings at law against y` o` as afd. as also his majesty’s most gracious

writ or writs of s.pa to be directed to the said Thomas Newbon Richard Stonehill & Barbara his wife John Dixon & Ann his wife & other the confederates when discovered commanding them to be & appear before y`

Lordships in this honble court then and there to answer all & singular the p? and to stand to perform & abide such order direction & desire therein and as yr Lordship shall seem meet & y` o` shall ever ? ?

Edwards

Hamilton

sworn at the publick office in Symons Inn this 9th July 1745 before me Henry Montague The severall answers of Thomas Newbone one of the defendants to the bill of complaint of Richard Newbone complainant

This defendant saving and reserving to himself now and at all time hereafter all and all manner of advantages of exception that may be had or taken to the many errors imperfections and incertaintys in the complainants said bill of complaint for answer thereunto or unto so much thereof as their defendant is advised to be material

For him to make answer unto he answereth and saith that he admits it to be true that the said complainant did at or about the time in the complainants bill mentioned give and sign such note as therein is mentioned to Elizabeth Newbon his mother in the said bill named nevertheless this defendant for his greater certainty craves leave to refer to the said note in the custody or power

of this defendant and this defendant saith that he beleives that the said Elizabeth Newbon being a widow did for about two years before the year one thousand seven hundred and thirty seven live and reside with the complainant and that he might find and provide for her meat drink and lodging and at some times might pay of advance to her some small sums or money during the

time she lived or resided with him but what time in particular she the said Elizabeth Newbon resided with the complainant or what particular sum or sums of money or the amount thereof or what other things he particularly advanced found or provided for her or at what particular time or times this defendant doth not know nor can set forth save as aforesaid but this defendant

has heard and beleives that the complainant was paid or satisfied by the said Elizabeth Newbon all and every such sum and sum of money as the complainant paid or advanced to her and also for her lodging dyet and washing and such other matters and things as he found and provided for her and this defendant saith that he doth not know remember or beleive

or ever heard to the best of his this defendants remembrance or belief save from the complainant and by the said bill that the occasion of the said Elizabeth Newbons giving the said note was for the reasons in the complainants said bill of complaint mentioned and for that purpose set forth or for any other reason occasion intent or purpose save for the reasons intent

and purpose and on the occasion hereinafter mentioned and this defendant saith that he hath been informed and verily beleives and doubts not to prove if there shall be occasion that the complainant having or pretending to have occasion for a sum of money in order to purchase his freedom in the City of London applied to the said Elizabeth Newbon his mother to advance and

pay to him a sufficient sum of money for that purpose and to supply some other of his occasions and proposed in consideration thereof to give her a bond to pay her a certain sum of money weekly during her life towards her support and maintenance to which proposall she the said Elizabeth Newbon agreed she being very aged and infirm and not likely to live long

intending thereby as this defendant beleives to do the complainant a piece of service and accordingly the said complainant as this defendant has also been informed and beleives also entered into some bond or obligation wherin and whereby he bound himself his heirs executors and administrators in the penalty or sum of fifty pounds with condition thereunder written

for the payment of four shillings a week to the said Elizabeth Newbon during her life and this defendant saith he has heard and beleives and hopes to prove if there shall be occasion that he the said complainant taking an unjust advantage of his said mothers age and infirmities some short time after the execution of the said bond by threats and menaces or

otherwise prevailed on the said Elizabeth Newbon his mother to deliver up or cancell the said bond and in lieu thereof to take and accept the note of his hand in the complainants said bill and herein before mentioned and set forth and this defendant saith he hath also heard and beleives that the complainant some short time after the cancelling the said bond and 

giving the said note behaved himself towards his said mother very undutifully and turned her out of his house or refused to permit her to reside therein or to find and provide for her any necessarys or provisions and refused or neglected to pay the two shillings a week according to the tenour of the said note and threatned to prefer a bill in Equity against her to have the same delivered

up to him whereupon this defendant out of duty to his said mother took her into his house where she resided from the twenty fifth day of March one thousand seven hundred and thirty eight for five years and upwards during all which time or the far greater part thereof he this defendant found and provided the said Elizabeth Newbon his mother with good and sufficient lodging meat and

drink clothes washing and other necessarys suitable to her age and circumstances and also paid and advanced to her from time to time during the time aforesaid as she had occasion severall small sums of money for her pockett in consideration whereof and to make this defendant some sort of satisfaction for the same and the better to enable this defendant to pay and discharge a debt of about the sum of forty

pounds he this defendant owed the complainant by notes under his hand or otherwise she the said Elizabeth Newbon on or about the twenty fifth day of March one thousand seven hundred and forty four indorsed over and paid to this defendant the said note but the complainant in order to distress this defendant and to prevent this defendant setting off the money due on the said note

against the defendant this defendant owed the said complainant he the said complainant indorsed over the said notes so given him by this defendant as aforesaid and paid them away to some other person or persons and which notes this defendant has since paid or otherwise satisfied and this defendant saith that the money he this defendant from time to time paid and advanced to the said

Elizabeth Newbon with the dyet lodging washing cloaths and other necessarys he found and provided for her during the time she so resided with him this defendant as aforesaid amounted to more than the two shillings a week from the time that he this defendant took the said Elizabeth Newbon this said mother and maintained and provided for her as aforesaid to the time the said Elizabeth Newbon left

this defendants said house would amount unto and this defendant saith that his said mother according to the best computation he is able to make and as he verily beleives really and truelly was indebted to this defendant and on account of this defendants finding and providing her with such lodging dyet washing and cloaths as aforesaid and paying and advancing to her such

money from time to time as aforesaid at the time she so as aforesaid paid and indorsed to this defendant the said note as aforesaid the sume [sic.] of sixty pounds or upwards and that she made paid or allowed this defendant any sum or sums of money or other satisfaction for the same except the indorsing to him the said note as aforesaid and therefore this defendant is advised and humbly insists that he paid or

advanced a full and valueable consideration for the said note to the said Elizabeth Newbon his mother but this defendant saith that he does not know or can set forth the particular sums of money he so paid and advanced to his said mother as aforesaid or the amount thereof in the whole save as aforesaid this defendant not having kept any particular account thereof this defendant not expecting to

receive from his saith mother any other satisfaction in respect thereof or for or in respect of the lodging washing cloaths and other necessaries found and provided for her as aforesaid than what was or should be due on the said note and this defendant denies that he knows or beleives that the complainant did not receive any value or consideration for the said note or that the only inducement he

in the complainants bill or for any other reasons save as aforesaid and hereinafter mentioned

had to sign the same was the naturall love and affection which he bore to his said master [sic.] and his resolution to maintain and support her so long as she lived as he had before done or that for that reason or any other of the reasons mentioned    ^      he was induced to sign the said note and this defendant also saith that he doth not know or beleive or ever heard to the best of his knowledge remembrance

and belief save by the complainant & in his said bill that nothing more was meant and understood than that the complainant should and would continue to assist the said Elizabeth Newbon as long as she lived and should want it and not otherwise for this defendant saith that he verily beleives that the consideration and inducement of the complainants giving the said note

was in consideration of having the bond aforesaid delivered up and cancelled and that the consideration and inducement of the said complainant s executing and entering into the said bond was for and in consideration of the said complainants having received of his said mother the money hereinbefore mentioned for purchasing his said freedom of the said City of London or for what he was 

otherwise indebted to her which this defendant has heard and verily beleives did and does amount upon a reasonable computation and estimation to be a full valueable and reasonable consideration for said complainants covenanting and agreeing by condition of the said bond to pay the said Elizabeth Newbon four shillings by the week so long as she lived considering her great age

and bodily infirmities and therefore this defendant is advised and humbly insists that both the said bond and note to the said Elizabeth Newbon was executed and given by the said complainant to her upon a good and valueable consideration and that the consideration of the signing and giving the said note by the said complainant to the said Elizabeth Newbon as aforesaid

ought not nor shall after this length of time be inquired into especially as against or with respect to this defendant who really and truely paid or gave a full and valueable consideration for the said note as aforesaid without being privy to or acquainted with the same being given by the said complainant without his receiving any value or other consideration in respect thereof, if in

fact none really was received or given which this defendant does not know beleive or admitt and this defendant denies that he knows or beleives or ever heard to the best of his remembrance and belief save by the complainant and his said bill that from the time of the giving of the said note to the time of the death of the said Elizabeth Newbon (which this defendant beleives happened

at or about the time in the complainants said bill for that purpose mentioned) that the said complainant did assist or continue to assist his said mother with moneys or other necessarys from time to time as she had occasion for or wanted the same or over and above what she wanted or to a greater amount than two shillings a week or more than sufficient to have satisfied the demand on

the said note or that by means thereof she the said Elizabeth Newbon was comfortably supported during her life or that she had not any other support or assistance but what she received from [sic.] complainant nor doth this defendant know or can set forth save as hereinafter and before is mentioned what support or assistance the said Elizabeth Newbon had other than what she received from

the complainant or what ready money or other effects she had saved or left at her death or to what amount or value but this defendant saith that he hath heard and beleives that the complainant did not from the time of [sic.] complainants giving her the said note as aforesaid to the time of the death of the said Elizabeth Newbon assist her with money or any other necessaries save and

except and what the complainant might lend and advance provide or find for her as aforesaid during the time she resided at his house aforesaid but to what amount or value this defendant doth not know or can set forth but beleives she the said Elizabeth Newbon was not indebted to him on that account or any other account at the time of her death and that on the contrary this defendant

hath heard and beleives that the complainant was indebted to the said Elizabeth Newbon at the time of her death for moneys she might have in her life time paid lent or advanced to him and this this defendant saith that he hath heard and beleives that she the said Elizabeth Newbon duely made and published her last will and testament to the purport and effect in the

complainants bill mentioned nevertheless this defendant for his greater certainty therein beggs leave to referr thereto when the same shall be produced and this defendant saith that she the said Elizabeth Newbon at the time of her death as he this defendant hath been informed and beleives dyed possessed of some household goods waring apparell and other effects but the particulars or value thereof

this defendant doth not know nor can set forth and this defendant hath been informed and beleives she left about eighteen pounds in ready money which and also such other personall estate and effects as she dyed possessed of or intitled unto have been received and possessed by Richard Stonehill and his wife John Dixon and his wife the executor or executrixes of the said

will some or one of them who have proved the said will as this defendant hath heard and beleives and this defendant saith that he doth not know or ever heard to the best of his knowledge or belief that she the said Elizabeth Newbon dyed possessed of any money or effects or had any money due to her from any person or persons save as aforesaid and this defendant saith that he

hath heard and beleives that the said Elizabeth Newbon was seized of a small copyhold estate at Kings Cliffe in the county of Northampton of about the yearly rent or value of between four and five pounds or thereabouts a year for the term of her naturall life nor doth this defendant know or beleive that the said Elizabeth Newbon had or was seized possessed or intitled unto

any other income save as aforesaid and this defendant saith that he does not know or beleive that note in the complainants said bill mentioned was given without any consideration whatsoever or that the said John Dixon and his wife Richard Stonehill and his wife or any or either of them did do or doth claim and demand the said note or know or beleive that the same was

given without consideration and merely to satisfye the said Elizabeth Newbon and to make her easie in her mind or that they or any or either of them did prevail on the complainant to give the said note to satisfye her the said Elizabeth Newbon their mother as in the complainants said bill is alledged but this defendant saith he verily beleives the complainant had and received

a full and valueable consideration for his giving the note in the complainants bill mentioned or hereinbefore mentioned and set forth and that the said note on the occation and for the reasons aforesaid and not otherwise and not for the reasons or on the occation in the complainants bill mentioned but at whose request the complainant gave the said note this defendant doth not know or can

set forth save as aforesaid nor ever to his knowledge or belief ever heard save by the complainants said bill and this defendant saith that he doth not know nor can take upon himself to say whether the said Richard Stonehill and his wife John Dixon and his wife or any or either of them have admitted that the said note was given by the complainant without any consideration for the purpose

in the  complainants said bill mentioned and that he the said complainant provided for her the said Elizabeth Newbon in the manner in the said bill mentioned or whether they made the pretences in the said bill mentioned or any other admissions or pretences in relation thereto or to the indorsing the said note but this defendant saith he beleives that the said Richard Stonehill and his wife John Dixon

and his wife nor any or either of them did demand the money due on the said note of the complainant or insist to be paid the same they as this defendant verily beleives being well satisfied that the said note was indorsed over to this defendant by the said Elizabeth Newbon for the purposes aforesaid and that the money due thereon was the property of and belonged of this defendant and

this defendants admits that he insists on the said note and to the money which accrewed or became due thereon from the date thereof to the said twenty fifth day of March one thousand seven hundred and forty four which was the time the said Elizabeth Newbon left this defendants house and went to reside at Kings Cliffe in the county of Northampton and after the rate of two

shillings a week amounts to the sum of thirty two pounds ten shillings as this defendant computes the same and beleives [sic.] and this defendant admits that he has commenced an action at law against the said complainant on the said note and obtained a verdict for the sume of fifteen pounds sixteen shillings damages besides costs at the sittings in the court of Kings Bench held

at Guildhall London in this present Trinity Term tho’ this defendant is informed and beleives the judge before whom the said cause was tryed was of opinion that the said defendant was intitled to recover a verdict for the sum of thirty four pounds sixteen shillings or thereabouts and accordingly gave his charge to the jury to find a verdict for the said sume for this defendant therefore this

defendant humbly hopes he shall not be restrained by the injunction of this honourable court from taking out execution or proceeding in the said action against the complainant as he shall be advised for the recovery of the said damages and costs and this defendant denies that to his knowledge remembrance or belief he ever insisited that there was the sume of fifty pounds due to him

on the said note or any other sum of money than after the rate of two shillings a week from the date thereof to the time aforesaid and this defendant saith he beleives he may have alledged mentioned or expressed as the truth really is that he advanced paid or lent to the said Elizabeth Newbon severall sums of money and that he provided for and supported her with lodging washing

dyet cloaths and other necessarys but doth not remember the same particularly or the times when he alledged or mentioned the same and this defendant saith that he did not only during the time aforesaid find and provide the said Elizabeth Newbon with lodging washing dyet and cloaths aforesaid but also at severall times advanced or lent to her severall small sums of money but to what amount

this defendant doth not know or can remember for the reasons aforesaid but this defendant doth not remember or beleive that he ever alledged or pretended that he ever advanced or paid the said Elizabeth Newbon any considerable sum of money or other consideration for the said note or that on the credit thereof he found and supported her as in the complainants said bill is set forth save as

aforesaid and this defendant admits that the said Elizabeth Newbon having during part of the time she resided with this defendant saved as she informed this defendant about eight pounds desired this defendant to take the same of her alledging or mentioning that it might be usefull to him in the way of his trade this defendant then and now exercising the trade of a baker and informed

this defendant at the time she desired this defendant to take the same and paid or advanced the same to him that she would not have it again unless she really wanted or had occasion for it for that she let him have it in regard as she declared, – this defendant had been so kind and dutifull to her or expressed her self to that or the like effect to the best of this defendants remembrance and belief,

and this defendant saith that about six months after the said Elizabeth had paid or advanced the said sume of eight pounds to this defendant being some short time before the said Elizabeth Newbon left this defendants house and went into the country as aforesaid he repaid her the said sum of eight pounds or some such sum of money and all and every such sum and sums of money as he at any

time received of her and this defendant saith he hath heard and beleives that in or about Easter Term in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and thirty eight the said Elizabeth Newbon did commence and prosecute an action at law against the said complainant on the said note and this defendant hath also heard and beleives that the said Elizabeth Newbon having

declared in the said action the complainant put in a plea and set up and insisted that he had sold and delivered severall quantities of flower and other goods and wares to her and had found and provided for her severall things which he insisted on and gave notice of a set off against the said Elizabeth Newbon’s demands and action? brought on the said note and she the said Elizabeth Newbon

as this defendant beleives and as she informed this defendant was not at all indebted to the said complainant on any account he so terrified and frightened her by threatning to put her into Chancery and ruin her by means whereof she desisted from proceeding in the said action not for the reason in the complainants said bill mentioned or for any other reasons than the complainants

said threat and for fear of being ruined by the complainant in suits at law and in Equity in her declining years for this defendant verily beleives that the said Elizabeth Newbon had a good and just cause of action against the said complainant on the said note and this defendant saith he doth not know or can set forth what other proceedings were had on the said action

save as aforesaid nor doth he know beleive or ever have heard save by the complainant and his said bill that the said complainant had at the time the said Elizabeth Newbon brought the said action against him or at any time since the giving the said note paid or advanced to or for her the said Elizabeth Newbon or sent her the necessarys in the complainants bill mentioned

or any other moneys or necessaries to a larger amount than the weekly payments of the said note would have been and this defendant saith that being in company with the complainant some time in or about the month of April one thousand seven hundred and for four but the more particular time this defendant doth not now recollect and there being some

discourse about the note in the complainants said bill mentioned and the complainant threatening to prefer a bill in Equity against him in case he this defendant should put the same in suit against him or the said complainant expressed himself to that or the like effect this defendant beleives he might say to or inform the complainant he the complainant might burn

the said note if he thought proper or this defendant expressed himself to that or the like effect to the best of his remembrance and belief but this defendant did not intend by any expressions he made use of at that or any other time to burn or cancell the said note but only to show the complainant that as he the complainant was determined not to pay the same without suit and put this

defendant to great expence and trouble in recovering the same it might possibly be more prudent in this defendant to burn or destroy the same than endeavour to recover the money due thereon at such great expence and trouble as there was likely to be by the complainants threats and not in the least to lessen or invalidate this defendants interest in the said note this

defendant having as aforesaid paid or given a valueable consideration for the same and this defendant denies that he is or ever was sensible that the note in the complainants bill mentioned was given without any consideration or not for a good and valueable consideration or that the same was indorsed to him without any view or

design of impowering this defendant to recover the moneys that might be due thereon or to intitle him to the same and that for that or any other reason he some short time before the death of the said Elizabeth Newbon or at any other time or times produced the said note and offered to deliver the same up to be burnt save as aforesaid and this defendant saith he                          

doth not remember that the complainant at any time or times refused to burn the said note or alledged that as he had given it the said Elizabeth Newbon his mother whom he always intended to provide for he wanted no occasion or opportunity to destroy the same or did the complainant express himself to that or the like effect to the best of the

remembrance of this defendant nor did this defendant to the best of his remembrance and belief on the discourses or at the time in the complainants bill mentioned declare he would deliver back to the said Elizabeth Newbon his mother the said note nor did this defendant to the best of his knowledge remembrance or belief express himself to that or the

like effect and this defendant beleives that one William Wilkinson and John Leaton where by and present when the discourse aforesaid happened about burning the said note and this defendant denies all combination and confederacy in the said bill charged without that that any other matter or thing

whatsoever in the complainants said bill of complaint is material or effectuall in the law for this defendant to make answer unto and not herein and hereby well and sufficiently answered unto confessed or avoided traversed or denyed is true to the knowledge or beliefe of this defendant all which matters and things this

defendant is ready to maintain and prove as this honble court shall direct and humbly pray to be hence dismissed with his reasonable costs and charges in this behalf sustained.                                                                                                                                                                                                         William Newman

Thos Newbon
Bristowe

